384         CCLXIII.  MOGGAJXANA  THE  GREAT

Did but folk know thee as thou art, as I

Do know thee, they would shun thee from afar

As they would shun a cesspool in the rains.   (1153)

Then that woman felt ashamed and bowed before the
Thera saying:

4

Yea, O great hero, even so it is

As thou, O holy friar, hast pronounced.

And herein many miserably fail

And faint, as in a swamp an aged ox.   (1154)

The Thera

He who would fancy he can paint the sky
With yellow, or maybe some other hue,
Is to defeat foredoomed, and only that.   (1155)
My heart is like that sky, beyond thy reach,
For it is well controlled within and calm.1
Wherefore bring not thine evil thoughts to me,
As bird that flies bewildered into flame.   (1156)

Behold the tricked-out puppet-shape, a mass
Of sores, a congeries diseased, teeming
With many purposes and plans, and yet
In whom there is no power to persist.2   (1157)

IH.
Concerning the passing away of Sariputta Thera :3

O! then was terror, then was mighty dread,
Then stiffened hair and quivered creeping nerve,
When he, endowed with every crowning grace,4
Tiie venerable Sariputta passed away.   (1158)

*  - verbatim, the last line of verae 1146.   Gf. Mqjjk, i. 127.

*  Of. verses 760,1G30.                       * <7/ verse 1046.
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